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Introduction 

During the reconstruction era, African Americans were free by law, but freedmen 

were stuck in slave-like conditions due to racism and a lack of resources. Black People were 

not free because they were still discriminated against even when it came to owning land, 

voting, among other activities. They were treated as slaves by the white men and toiled in 

their lands for better parts of their lives. This essay will be proving, defending, and finding 

support for the thesis statement using testimonials given by different black individuals who 

existed before freedom was gained. 

Thesis Claim Proof 

It is evident from Warren McKinney's narration that black communities were slaves 

in most of their lives. She states that she was born a slave of George Strauter, and her mother 

was a slave in the field. The white took advantage of the black communities and used them in 

the field to toil the land with little compensation or zero compensation.  The blacks were 

tortured; for instance, Warren's mum was whipped by Mr. Strauter while she was working on 

the farm (Hoffman, and Gjerde 4). A lot of people of color starved to death during this period 

of war, and the whites took no mercy. The whites could send blacks to war to die and could 

not bring back their bodies. The black folks were not even allowed to look for a share of land. 

Blacks made attempts to flee their owns who had been turned into slaves by the white people, 

but it was so hard because they were broke.  

According to Lee Guidon, people were able to go out hunting while others visited the 

city. With this information, it is clear that the African Americans were not free to visit the 

town and go out hunting (Hoffman and Gjerde 5). The white folks restricted the movements 

of the black people.  After freedom, the blacks started naming themselves, names such as 

Lincum, Abraham could be heard. These names were associated with white men. Black men 

were not allowed to name themselves with names associated with white men. Lee Guidon 
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says that he never voted until freedom and when he went to Mississippi. The blacks were not 

allowed to vote, and the white made all decision that even involved the wellbeing of the 

African Americans. It was until freedom that black people were allowed to vote, and they 

voted as republicans, which was known as the party of colour (Perrone 125). They did not 

dabble in the businesses of the white people. 

According to Toby Jones, even after gaining freedom four years after, Massa a white 

man still forced him to work under his command claiming that he could not afford to let him 

go. From this statement, it is clear that even after gaining freedom, some black individuals 

were still treated as slaves, freedom was not for everyone. It was after stealing a horse from 

Massa that he was able to escape. Some black individuals had to force their way to freedom 

because if otherwise, they would remain subjects to the whites for as long as the whites 

required them.  

President Andrew Johnson laws entitled black individuals in the south to humanely 

governed and to have the protection of just laws for all their rights of person and property. 

These laws ensured that the blacks were treated as whites were and that their rights as people 

were respected (Hoffman, and Gjerde 9). In 1867, congressman Thaddeus Stevens demanded 

radical reconstruction, a move that saw the involvement of blacks in the voting processes. 

The passage of Congressman Thaddeus's bill was to ensure the ascendancy of the union 

party. 

According to Elias Hill’s encounter, it is evident that African American men were 

blamed for activities that they did not do. It was easy for them to be blamed because they had 

no voice in society, and they assumed that their fellow white men were not capable of 

committing crimes (Hoffman and Gjerde 13).  For instance, he was blamed for burning white 

houses, and he was mistreated by the white; they hit him with their fists forcing him to admit 

t ordering the burnings. They also blamed him for not telling the black men to enchant all the 
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white women. Black men were inhumanely treated. For instance, the white men pointed guns 

at Elias’s head all at once, they caught his leg and pulled him over to the garden. 

Conclusion 

 From the explained testimonials and thesis proofs described, it is clear that African 

Americans remained slaves to the white men even after gaining freedom. They were also 

mistreated and fairly treated like whites. Black individuals were not allowed to participate in 

elections. Instead, the whites made all decisions involving the blacks. It was until freedom 

and the implementation of congressman Thaddeus Stevens demanded radical reconstruction 

laws in 1867 that black men were allowed to participate in the voting process. African 

Americans were not allowed to possess the land, and land only belonged to the white folks. 

The freedom permitted black individuals to visit cities and maintain names that were 

commonly associated with white individuals. 
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